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BATHURST
Bsgex County, Virginia

Owner: Mrs. Hugh Mercer Curtler, Charlottesville, Virginia

Date of Erection: No documentery evidence has been found but
believed to have been prior to 1700.

Architect:

Builder: Mr. Alfred Begdby, Jr., in letter deted November 12,
1936, placee Lancelot Bathurst, Baronet, as builder. Williem
and Mary Quarterly Historical Magazine, Volume No. XXV, places
builder as Francie Msriwether, eon-in-law of Lancelot Bathurst.

Preasnt Condition: The exterior is remarkably unaltered, the
only evidences of chenge being a conerets floor in the porch
and replacement of the porch posts. The gtructure ie in very
poor condition and a number of the window sash and doors are
gone. The building had beer sold by the owner of the property,
Mr, George Kriete, to Mrs. Hugh Mercer Curtler, and at the time
of survey, all the interior wogdwork had been removed,

Number of Stories: One story and a half,

Materials of Gonstructlon. The foundation walls and chimnsye

are brick, averaging 8% x 4 x 2 5/6 inches in size, with 3/8

ineh mortar joints. The bond of the foundation walls imregular
but the chimneys up to the upper offset laid in Flemish bond

With glazed headers. Above this point stretchsr bond. The

walls above foundation are frame; lathed and plastered, the
exterior walls covered with pine weatherboarde, beaded, sxcept

th® front wall under porch which is covered with flush boards,
laid horizontally. The walls of the front portion of the bullding
are bricknogged. The roofs are covered with ehingles.

Other &xisting Records: The following if taken from Williem
and Mary College Quarterly Historical Magazine, Volume XXV3

"Bathurst was built by Frances Meriwether, the old clerk of
Essex Co., oirca 1692, and received its neme from his marriage
with Mary Bathurst, daughter of Lancelot Bathuret, of Busex
County, Virginia, son of Sir Edward Bathurgt of Gloucestershire,’
England, and his eecond wife, Susan Rioh. Upon the death of
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Franois Meriwether’s widow in 1740, the land was divided smong
his heirs, and the ’Bethurst' treet fell to the wife of
Theodorick Bland. Blend sold it to Francis Smith who married
Lucy, a daughter of Francis Meriwether, from them it descended
to their son leriwether Smith, first member of Congress from
that district, patriot, ete. From him it passed to his son,
George Willism Smith, who becamue Governor of Virginiae, lost

his life in the burning of tlez Hichmond theatre, who early sgold
*Bathurst', to Major ‘homas Ap Thouas Jones, whoge mother wes
the daughter of Mary, another daughter of Freneis Meriwether,
and her husband James Skelton. From them it descended to their
only son, Thomss Ap Thomas Jones, the grandfather of Judge Lewis
H. Jonesg, who sold it for 3,950 pounds in 1800, and moved to
Kentueky.”

A note on the Bgthurst Family written by Dr. Christopher Johnston,
of Johns Hopkine University, appearad in the Williem and Mary
Querterly Historical Magezine, Volume VIII:

‘*Lancelot Bathurst born 1646, csme to Virginie before 1680, is
entersd in the Vesitation of Gloucestershire of 1682 ag *Lencelot
Bathurst, of Virginie, married there and living et 36 in 1682.°
Granted 1300 ecres in New Kent County April 16, 1683 (Book, VII,,

P, 269) and hed other grants later {Virginia Land Reecords) Appointed
August 1, 1684, by Edmund Jenings Attorney-General of Virginia, his
deputy for Hemrico County (Virginie Historical Society Col. X 372)
On list of Virginia ettorneys 1680 (Virginie Magezine, I,, 262)
Cierk of the Committee on Private Ceuses, and of Committee on
Examination of Records, 1689 (Palwer's Calendar, I, 22) Justice

of New Kent County, 1699, 1702, (Virginia Magazime, 1, 235, 369).
Lancelot Bathurst and his wife had issue: 1, Lawrence Bathurst,
died ummarried, will Dec, 29, 1704, proved Feb. 11, 1705, in Egsex
County, mentions bros.~in-lew, William Daingerfield. ii. Blizabeth
Bsthurst, married first Williem Tomlin, who died in 1708, and second
in 1709, Williem Daingerfield. iii.{Mary Bathurst, married first
Francis Meriwether, second Reuben Welch, third Hon, John Robinson.)
tv. Sugamne Bathurst, married Drury Stith, who died 1%40."

The following is teken from the Vestry Book of St. Peter's Parigh,
1682 ~ 1758:

*At a Vestry hold at St. Peter's parish Chureh on ye behalf of ye
s8'd parish this 3rd day o Sept., 1688,

"It is ordered by this present vestry that br. Gideon Macon do &
is hereby impowered to appear before his Excelansy Francis Lord
Howsrd, Baron of Bffingham, his Majes' Left. Gen'l of Virga. & ye
Hon'l Counsoll of States upon ye lOth day of ye next Gen'l Court
in obedience to am order of his Excell. to y't purpose to answer ye
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complaint of Mr. Lencelott Bathurst, attorney of ye westry
of Bligsland parish, concerning dividing line to be run
between ye parish of Bliesland & ye parish of St. Peter'e."

"3%. Peter's at a Veetry held st the House of Mr. Gideon Macon
this 18 dey of December, 1697.

"Capt. Lancelott Bathurst, high Sheriffe of New Kent County, is
ordered to Collect from each tithsbhble person in thie parish
forty-two pounds of Tobaceo: to defray the parish Charge and
make payment to the eeverall persomne to whom it is proportioned:
and in cae of non payment to meke Destres mccording to Law, and
that the Clark deliver s copy of Charge to Capt. Bathurst and
take hie Receit for the same."

In the William snd Mary Querterly Historical Magazine, Volume XXV,
ie the following:

"Col, Meriwether Smith, of 'Bathurst,' Bseex County, born 1730;
died at 'Marigold,' Essex Co., 24 Tan., 1794. (Family Record.)
He wae vestryman of South Farnhem snd justice; a signer of the
Northern Neck Aesociation, 1766; member of Bssex Committee of
Sefety, 1774; wember of the Bouse of Burgeesee for Bagex, 1774 -
'75; of the Virginia Conventions of 1775, 1776, and 1788; of the
Privy Council, 1776, 1780 -'8l, 1783 - '85; of the Virginia
House of Delegatee, 1777, 1782, 1786, 1789; of the 0Old Congress,
1778 - 82, {Appleton'’s Cyc. Am. Biog.; quarterly, V., p. 254;
Va. Hist. Col. X, p. 372; Legislature Lists.)

"Adminietration on his estate was granted 2] Apr., 1794, to hie
son Geo, William Smith. (Essex Records.) From contemporary notices
it would appear that Col, Meriwether Smith was a men of some
eceentricity of character, but 'much conversent with affaire,
both public snd private,' and in the public council took an
active and conspicuous part. John Augustine Washington, writing
18 May, 1776, classed him among the five best speakers in the
convention of 1776, to which convention he had brought the
draught of a constitution for Virginia, of which tiere are
records among the papers of hie son and grandsorn, (Gov. Geo,
Willism and John Adems Smith) the seme 'eketched constitution'
to which Madison referred in a letter written in 1827, (Post,
Note 1.) At the least, he shared largely in the work of the
committee by whieh that important document was finally submitted
to the convention. He was a member of the Committee of Congreee
in 1779 to consider and export on what terms the United States
would be willing to terminate war, and was delegate to the
Annapolis Convention of 1786, but did not attend, Hs 'wae un~-
doubtedly,' saye Rivee in his Life of Madisan, 'a wan of mark

in his day, as is sufficiently attested by the eircumstance of
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his being named second on the committee to prepare the
Declaration of Righte and a plan of government, ae well
a8 by the many public offices --- which he afterwsrds
filled.*

"Goy. George Willism Smith, of Basex Co., and Richmond,
Virginia, born in 1762; lost his life in the burning of
Richmond theatre, 26 Dec. 1811. He was a lawyer, member

of the House of Delegatee for Eesex, 1791 - '94, snd for
Richmond City, 1802 - 08; of the Privy Council, 1809;
Lisutenant-Governor, 1810, Governor of Virginia, 1811.
(legislative Lists; Brock’s Virginia and Virginisns, I.,

pp. 108-112.) He merried first, 7 Feb., 1793, Sarah (born

14 Jan,, 1766; died Sept. 1806), fourth daughter of the
elder Col. Richard Adems, of Richmond. (Quarterly, v. p. 162.)
He married, secondly, Jene, widow of Meriwether Jones, aditor
of the Richmond Bxeminer, and dsughter of Resds, M. D.,
of Hanover Co., by whom he had no isaue, '

"The following extrascts are from letters in the poseession of
Bathurst lLee Smith, Esqg., of Knoxville, Tenn.

"From an unfinished letter written by Geo. Willizm Smith
¢hortly before his desth.

"*Inclosed you will find a copy of the paper entitled "The
fmericen Orisis,” which was written by my father (Meriwether
Smith} in 1776, and sleoc of the notes enclosed by the pro-
ceedings which were then moved by himself and adopted by the
Gensral Asgembly and which may be seen in the Journal of that
geegion. I have also the original mexuscript of the Bill of
Rights ae written by him. DBeeides these, I find emong his
pepeérs many others, that you may chooee to peruse st your leieure,
respecting alliance with France, of which he was in Congress
the most zealoue, and not the least powerful, edvocate; the
negot iations for peasce; the instructione relative to0 both,
which were drswn by him; reflections upon the report of the
Secretary of the Treasury relstive to the funding system, and
which I will with pleasure furnigsh. The copy inecloged ie intendsd
for your own perusuel. Bowever, I should not object to your
friend Mr., Strode seeing it; but ae hitherto I have had, eo
now I hgve resmeons why I should not show his papers or spesk
generally of the services of my fether in the commencement

of and during the Revolution. The evidences of hisg patriotism
show that it was not less imfluential in directing and fixing
the destinies of hie country them it was bold and menly and
bonourable for himgelf.'™

Ag recorded in the Williaw and Mary College Quarterly Hietorical
Magazine, Volume X_II s
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"Mary Bathurst eurvived her husband, Frances Meriwether, and
married eecondly Rebuben Welch; thirdly, Hon. John Robinson.
By her marriage with Francie Meriwether, --- she had issue,

(1) Elizabetn, who married Drury Bolling, of Prince George
County, Virginia, who had Frances Bolling, married Theodorick
Bland; (2) Francis Meriwether; (3) Jame, married Jamee Skelton,
of Egsex County; (4) Mary, merrisd, first, William Calston, of
Essex County, second, Thomas Wright Belfield, of Richmond
County, Va., {5) Thomas, who died unmarried; {(6) Lucy who
married Col. Francis Smith, of Cloucester Co."

Additional Data: In Mr. Alfred Bagby, Jr'e. letter dated
November 12th, 1936, ie tha following statement:

"I have visited the place (Bathurst in Eseex County) perhape
a dozen times and 1 think you will find the following sub-
gtantially accurate. Apparently no one knows when the house
was built or who the grchitect o builder wes, but the
eheathing, nails, etc. show that it is very old. I am
eonfident that the present weatherboarding end roof are not
original, but the interior je. '

*The house was built by Lancelot Bathurst, who was a beronet,
for his daughter Mary (note: She merried for the third time)
John Robinson, sometime acting Governor of Virginia, who was
father of speaker Robinson and an ancegtor of Governor Pollard
and myself.), who married Francis Meriweather, who came to Epsex
from Jamestown Island not later than 1692, and was one of the
first cleke of Egssex County. The houee is frame, and I feel
sure ie one of ths very oldest frame houges in Virginia to
survive, There is a peculisrity in that there are two eheds
flenking the house open at the eides,

"One of Francis Meriweather's daughters (Mary ordinerily called
Lady Bathurst) merried Francis Smith, whose son, Meriweather
Smith was in the Revolutionary period one of the most prominent
mon in Virginia, and an ardent patriot. It has been claimed that
he was the real author of the Virginia Bill of Righte. His son,
George William Smith, was the Govwernor who lost his life in the
Richmond theater fire disaster. From George William Smith are
descended some of the Pollards of King William County. From
George William Smith, Bathuret passed into the hapis of a femily
named Jones, who came from the Northern Neck, and the last Jones
sold the farm for $20,000.00 to Lawremce Muee, The present
owner ig George Kriete of Dunnsville. When the laet Jones

left Bathuret to sattle in Kentucky he wrote his wife that he
hoped the eweet birds of Bathurst would enjoy amother such
friend me they nhed experienced in him. %The farm ie on the lowey
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side of Piscataway Creek about thrse-fourths of a mile
from the Rappshannock River, snd it is a beasutiful
site, the house being built in a bend of the Creek
and commanding 2 fine view of the river."
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